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SCHOLARSHIPS

Elks Lodge helps high school students
start college on the right foot

By Maggie Ireland, for The Gazette

This is the time of year when many
high school students are waiting to
hear back on their scholarship appli-
cations, hoping to get help paying for
college.

Ricky Arbogast, as the scholarship
chairperson for the Cedar Rapids Elks
Lodge No. 251, gets a front-row seat to
that effort.

The Cedar Rapids Elks chapter, she
said, has awarded more than $4.6
million in scholarships to area students
since its inception. Nationally, the Elks
award 500 Most Valuable Student
Scholarships each year, ranging from
$4,000 up to $50,000 paid over four
years.

Arbogast knows that higher educa-
tion can be expensive. That’s why, she
said, the Elks scholarships are of criti-
cal assistance to young people and for
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the community.

“I think right now it is extremely im-
portant because we've been through a
derecho, and then there’s the pandem-
ic on top of it,” she said. “A lot of peo-
ple are without jobs, and a lot of kids
maybe can'’t afford going to college at
this point.

“It’s amazing how many people said
in their application that the income

need is so great because of the pan-
demic. It’s very critical at this time.”

Also because of the pandemic,
this was the first year the Elks Lodge
vetted scholarship applications online,
Arbogast said.

She and the scholarship committee
read through dozens of applications
and scored them based on a set crite-
ria. Once the local winners were select-

Most of the fraternal organizations
and many other local and national
organizations have scholarship
programs available.



ed, their applications
were passed along to
compete at the state
and national level.

“I was very im-
pressed by the quality
of the applications,”
she said. “Many stu-
dents are involved in
community service and
hold jobs — I don’t see
when these kids sleep.”

For those high
school students looking
ahead to college and
thinking about scholar-
ships, Arbogast has some advice.

“I would say to these young people
that they need to be diligent, not only
as a student, but also in other areas.
Take part in extracurricular activities
you can shine in,” she said. “Do com-
munity service. Be employed. Have
fun.

“There’s huge value in education —

Ricky Arbogast, Elks Lodge
scholarship chairperson.
Submitted photo

it’s something that can
never be taken away
from you, and it’s so
important.”

Arbogast, a teach-
er for more than 30
years, said scholarship
opportunities are plen-
tiful for the motivated
student.

“Most of the frater-
nal organizations and
many other local and
national organizations
have scholarship pro-

grams available,” she said.

For the Elks scholarships, she said,
“we take a look at financial need, aca-
demics, leadership, community service,
grade point average and any honors
the student has received.”

Though the application deadline has
passed for this year’s Elks’ scholarships
— winners will be announced in April
— other scholarships remain open.

Students should check with their high
school counselor for information.

The Elks also offer vocational grants
of $1,500 to students pursuing a two-
year degree or certification in a voca-
tional field, including to older, non-tra-
ditional students pursuing a vocational
degree.

Students don’t have to be related
to an Elks Lodge member to apply
for the organization’s scholarships or
grants, though the Elks also award
legacy grants to the children and
grandchildren of Elks club
members each year.
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Send an email to
Life@TheGazette.com or call
(319) 398-8447.
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Part-time tennis ace

‘Full-time
fmanaal
“ advisor

BJ Fleming

Financial Advisor
319-739-2999
BJFleming@fsbinvestments.net

Securities offered through Cambridge Investment Research Inc., a broker-dealer,

BJ is quite the tennis player. In fact, he and his wife
have won 4 husband/wife national championships while
raising 3 busy children,

As a UNI grad, he uses his degree in Business
Management to help him provide his clients
with options, opportunities and practical
strategies to reach their short- and long-
range financial goals.

He knows it takes hard work and discipline to succeed,

and he's willing to do both for you.

New Location
880 13th Street, Marion
(next door to Farmers State Bank)

Please call our office
for appointments.

member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through Cambridge Investment
Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor. Products sold are
NOT FDIC insured, have no bank guarantee and may lose value. Cambridge, FSB

Investment Services, and Farmers State Bank are not affiliated.

FSB Investment Services

a division of Farmers State Bank

myfsbonline.com/investments | 319-739-2999
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